
Unwrapping the Gift of  Singleness  
by Robby Flack  

Have you ever wondered if  you have the infamous “gift of  singleness”? Often times this gift, just like the 
lava lamp at the white-elephant gift exchange at your work Christmas party, can be the gift that everyone 
is afraid they’ll end up with while everyone else gets the gift that they want.   

This may come as a surprise, but I believe that if  you aren’t currently married, then you do have the gift of  
singleness.  What I mean is that if  you aren’t married, you have an incredible opportunity to leverage your 
single years for the glory of  God! I believe that the gift of  singleness that Paul talks about in 1 Corinthians 
7:7 is the privilege of  every single person, until they day they say “I do”, if that is part of  God’s plan for 
your life. Right now, singleness is an opportunity to maximize this stage of  life that God has for you!  

This is what Paul exhorts singles to when he says “An unmarried man (or woman) is concerned about the 
Lord’s affairs—how he can please the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 7:32) and directs singles to “live in a right 
way in undivided devotion to the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 7:35).  According to Paul, singleness is a gift to be 
maximized, not a season of  life to wish away hoping to be married so you can “finally be happy”.  My 
hope and prayer is that each of  you will live in total devotion to the Lord in this season!  

As someone who didn’t marry until a week before my 31st birthday, I know from experience that this is 
often a difficult perspective to keep hold of.  Often, especially in the church, I felt as though the goal of  
Christian maturity was to be married and have children.  This can make singles feel they are a part of  the 
“JV team” or they’re living in the perpetual “on-deck circle” of  the church until God brings them a 
spouse.  But I’m here to tell you that maturity is not measured by marital status, but by Christlikeness.   

I want to encourage you to view this season of  singleness as an incredible opportunity to be maximized for 
the glory of  God! You have more relational time, margin in your schedule, and growth opportunities 
available to your right now than you will have the rest of  your life.  Use this privilege wisely!   

Single men- Develop into a godly man with a deep commitment to Christ, the church, and purity.   
Pursue older men to learn from in discipling relationships. Pursue deep friendships with guys your age to 
encourage each other. We all need men who can hold us accountable and we can be vulnerable about our 
struggles with. Pursue non-believers with the gospel and help young believers grow into mature men of  
God. Prepare to bring a woman into your life and be a godly husband. Intentionally pursue godly women 
with the hope of  marriage. When you do, initiate with them and be clear with your intentions at every 
stage of  the dating process.  Don’t keep women guessing about your intentions! 

Single women- Pursue older women who can pour their lives and the word of  God unto you. Pour your 
life out into younger girls who are hungry for someone to love and care for them and guide them through 
life as you process God’s word together. Pursue contentment in singleness- this is the season God has 
determined is best for you right now! Remember, your level of  contentment is determined by your heart 
posture towards God, not your relationship status. Maximize and enjoy this gift and seek to find fulfillment 
not in what our culture says about you or by the fluctuating interest of  young men, but by what God says 
about you- you are His daughter, who He uniquely, deeply, and infinitely loves! Pursue deep relationships 
with girls your age for encouragement and to run the race of  following Christ together.  Learn how to 
point your friends towards Jesus in your conversations together.  That’s what Christian friendships are for! 

Married men and women- Let’s encourage and spur our single friends on to maximize their season of  
singleness! Encourage them to grow in godliness, serve in the church, make disciples, and live undivided 
lives for the glory of  God just as much (ultimately much more than!) you encourage them to find a spouse. 
When you see a single person, is your first thought “I wonder who they’ll go well with?” Or is it, “How 
can I encourage them to walk deeply with Christ and maximizing this season God has them in?” 

Finally singles, remember the promise of  scripture found in Isaiah 41:13, “For I am the Lord your God 
who takes hold of  your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you”.  When Christ holds your 
right hand and you follow him, finding your identity in him, you don’t need a ring on your left hand to 
fulfill you. Maximize this gift of  singleness until marriage or until you meet your King face to face. I hope 
that each of  you can present your single years to the Lord and say “I maximized these for your glory!”  


