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What is Advent?
Since the fourth century, the Church has celebrated the 
season of  Advent (which means “coming” or “arrival”) 
starting on the fourth Sunday before Christmas day. The 
celebration of  Advent helps us focus our attention on 
Jesus Christ’s birth and ministry as well as his promised 
return.

Throughout the season we are constantly reminded that 
Jesus Christ is the Savior of  the world.

Advent’s Traditions
Perhaps the most popular tradition associated with the 
season is the use of  an Advent calendar to mark the 
month of  December. Modern Advent calendars typically 
include 24 “windows” that are opened (one per day) to 
reveal a poem, portion of  Scripture, story, picture or 
small gift. As more windows are opened, expectancy 
increases in awaiting the final day, which represents the 
first advent of  Christ.

Another popular tradition involves the use of  an Advent 
candle or candles. This symbolic tradition is borrowed 
from the emphasis throughout Scripture of  Jesus Christ 
being the light of  the world (Matthew 4:16; John 1:4-9, 
8:12). Those using one candle burn a little each day to 
mark the progression of  the season. Each day a bit more 
of  the candle is burned to symbolize the anticipation of  
Christmas. Others use a wreath with five candles in the 
middle. Each week a new candle is lit in anticipation of  
the final lighting on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.
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Additionally, you often see an emphasis on particular 
colors in the celebration of  Advent. Whereas modern 
Christmas celebrations focus on red and green, the 
historical colors of  Advent are purple (symbolizing 
royalty) and blue (symbolizing hope). Given the 
association of  purple with Easter and Lent, modern 
Advent celebrations often emphasize blue.

A Word About Using The Guide

This guide was created out of  a desire to focus on the 
whole gospel at a time when we usually focus only on 
the birth of  Christ. Celebrating His birth is a very good 
thing, but if  we don’t understand why He came, then we 
are really just celebrating the birth of  a cute little Jewish 
boy. We pray that you and your family will be able to 
benefit from this as you focus on Christ during this busy, 
sometimes hectic, season. May God bless you as you lead 
your family in the worship of  our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ!

Your family can use the 5 candles in a circle along with 
a wreath. You don’t have to use a wreath if  you don’t 
want one. All you really need are 5 candles. Place them 
on your dining room table or other prominent place 
with four in a circle and one in the middle. Every night 
at supper you light the candle for that week and any 
candles that came before it in previous weeks (i.e. for all 
of  week one you light only the one candle every night, 
all of  week two you light two candles every night, etc.). 
Candles can be all the same color or multi-colored to 
help you remember what each candle’s name is. Each 
time you light a candle ask your kids the candle’s name 
and of  what it reminds us.
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This guide incorporates the use of  “The Jesus Storybook 
Bible” by Sally Lloyd Jones. This is a great, Christ-
centered, storybook Bible that point to Christ throughout 
the entire Bible. If  you don’t have it, I encourage you 
to get it and begin this season using it with this guide. 
Although there are devotionals with Scripture references 
and questions apart from “The Jesus Storybook Bible”, 
we believe it will help your children make sense of  it all.

There should be enough material here (in this guide) to 
give your family something to do or discuss 3-5 nights a 
week (or every night if  you wish) for the entire Advent 
Season. You do not always have to have an “organized” 
devotion, but we always light the candle(s) for the week 
and say their names and of  what they remind us.

Read through each week ahead of  time. You may want 
to use all the verses listed as you talk about it, or you 
may want to only choose one for each set of  Scripture 
references listed. For example, in week 3 there are four 
verses listed when talking about Jesus’ mission to save 
sinners. The devotionals and the storybook Bible stories 
are meant to give you a starting place for discussion. 
They are short by design. So, feel free to take the 
discussion in any direction you sense God leading you for 
your family.

Again, this is just a guide, so feel free to change it 
(add your own references and questions, etc.) however 
you like. Don’t make the mistake of  thinking “Family 
Worship Time” must be rigid and structured. That is 
exhausting! Structure has it’s place, but Family Worship 
Times should be times where the focus is on prayer, the 
Bible, worship, and talk about Jesus. That’s it. They can 
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be as structured or as relaxed as you choose.

Gospel Centered Advent Guide Overview

Week 1 - God’s Great Promise - Anticipating The Savior

Week 2 - God’s Great Gift - Christ’s Birth

Week 3 - God’s Great Purpose - The Reason He Came

Week 4 - God’s Future - He will Come Again

Week 5 - God’s Plan for Us - We are on Mission

Also at the end is a list of  prophecies and their references 
that Jesus fulfilled through his birth, life, and death. It’s 
not an exhaustive list, but would make for some good 
thought and discussion.
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Reminds Us
That God promised to send a Savior.

Main Themes
We are born in sin and can do nothing about it to save 

ourselves. 
God promised all through the Old Testament to send the 

Savior. 
God makes promises.

Scriptures
Rom. 3:23; Rom. 6:23; Gen. 3:15; Gen. 22:15-18; 

Is. 9:6-7; Is. 53:4-5

Candle
Prophecy Candle

Songs of  the Season
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

WEEK 1
God’s Great Promise - Anticipating The Savior
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Devotional
The story of  advent begins long before Jesus coming in 
the manger. In the beginning, God made everything. And 
everything He made was good. Adam and Eve sinned 
against God by disobeying Him. God punished Adam 
and Eve by cursing them and the earth, and by kicking 
them out of  the Garden of  Eden. Sin had entered the 
world and broken everything God made good. Because 
of  their sin, we are all born with a sinful, rebellious 
nature that does not love God. Because of  sin there is 
death and pain in our world. It was not so before sin. 
We are all born into sin. Worse yet, nothing we can do 
will reverse the effects of  sin in us. We can’t beat it. We 
have an enemy that we cannot conquer. We are also told 
that everyone who sins is God’s enemy and deserves His 
punishment forever. This is really bad news! (Rom. 3:23, 
Rom. 6:23)

God promised a Savior, a Redeemer, even in the Garden 
right after Adam and Eve sinned (Genesis 3:15). He 
would come and conquer sin for us. He would save and 
rescue us from the punishment we deserve. God made 
promises like these all through the Old Testament. (Gen. 
22:15-18; Is. 9:6-7; Is. 53:4-5)

Then God tells us who to look for. As the Jesus Storybook 
bible says says “I’m sending someone to be your 
Conquerer for you and I’ll let you know exactly who He 
is.” We call this Prophecy. Mic. 5:2, Is. 7:14, Is. 37:33, Is. 
11:10, etc.

November 27 - December 3
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Discussion Questions
Advent is about the promise of  a savior.  Do I typically 
remember my need for a Savior?  Why or why not? 
What helps me realize my need of  a Savior today?

When in my salvation story did God convince me of  the 
fact that I’m a sinner in need of  a Savior?

Advent is a season of  remembering the promises of  
God.  What are some of  the typical promises that the 
Christmas season brings with it?  What are the things 
that our culture looks forward to or waits on in this 
season?

Advent is a season of  anticipation and waiting. What 
makes so hard for us to remember and wait?  What was 
the last thing you anticipated and got excited about, but 
had to wait on to enjoy?
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Discussion Questions
Is everyone in the world a sinner (disobedient to God)? 
(Yes)

What do people who disobey God deserve? (hell, 
punishment, death, God’s wrath)

Why do we need a Savior to rescue us? (We need 
forgiveness. We can not win over sin.)

What promise did God make to humans all through the 
Old Testament? (He would send a Savior)

Jesus Storybook Bible Stories
Operation “No More Tears!” - p. 144
The Terrible Lie - p. 28

Family Activities
Parents, make plans for a fun Christmas activity next 
week that you know your children will love. Perhaps it’s 
seeing a Christmas play or movie, decorating cookies 
together or seeing Christmas lights.

At the end of  your family Advent time, promise your 
kids that you are going to do something special together 
to celebrate Advent—something they will love—but 
don’t tell them what or when. As the days go by, remind 
them of  your promise and give them hints as to what 
it might be. Let their expectation and excitement grow 
throughout the week. Use this opportunity to remind 
them of  God’s promise to send a Rescuer and the 
anticipation God’s people felt as they waited.

Additional Resources for Families 
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Reminds Us
That God sent the promised Savior,  Jesus.

Main Themes
The promised Savior is born.

God fulfills His promises.
God is sovereign over all history.

Scriptures
John 1:1-5;  John 3:16; Luke 2:1-20

Candle
Birth Candle

Songs of  the Season
O Holy Night
Silent Night

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen

WEEK 2
God’s Great Gift - Christ’s Birth



HARVEST CHURCH 13

Devotional
Christmas season is full of  thinking about gifts. What 
would I like to receive and what gifts can I buy for 
others to communicate my love for them? This week 
we remember God’s greatest gift to us. God did not just 
make a promise, He sent a person. He sent His own Son, 
who humbled himself  from heaven’s throne to a dirty 
stable. He left all the perfection and power of  heaven 
to take on the dirtiness and dependency of  a newborn 
baby.  God had promised a Messiah (Savior) and after 
thousands of  years of  waiting, He had come! God always 
fulfills his promises (Luke 2:1-20).

God communicates his love for us, in that while we 
were still sinners He gave us the gift of  His son (Rom. 
5:8, John 3:16). This week we have the opportunity to 
remember again that God has given us a gift beyond 
anything we could ever have asked. God’s Son Jesus 
Christ is not only the most valuable gift anyone could 
give. As we were reminded in week 1, He was the gift 
we most needed, a savior. Throughout Advent we will 
continue to be reminded of  both the value and necessity 
of  this gift God has given. 

December 4 - December 10
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Discussion Questions
Why is gift-giving such a big deal in our culture?  What 
makes gift-giving enjoyable?  What makes it difficult?

What do we desire the person we give a gift to to feel?

How could meditating on God’s gift to us affect how we 
feel during this busy season this year?

What makes one gift better than another?

What could you do during this Christmas season 
to remember God’s great gift to you amidst all the 
busyness?
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Discussion Questions
What is one way we know that God is sovereign (in 
total control) of  all history? (He makes and fulfills His 
promises exactly how He said he would. He fulfills 
prophecy.)

What was the gift God sent us? (Jesus)

How do we know God loves us? (He sent Jesus)

Jesus Storybook Bible Stories
He’s Here! - p. 176
The Light of  the World - p. 184

Family Activities
This week, keep the promise you made to your family 
during last week’s family Advent time. Talk about how 
you fulfilled the hints and clues you gave them. Discuss 
the experience of waiting: What was it like to wait? 
What was it like to  nally experience what you had been 
waiting and hoping for? Remember together God’s 
faithfulness in sending a Savior. It happened just as He 
said it would.

Additional Resources for Families 



GOSPEL CENTERED ADVENT GUIDE 16

Reminds Us
That we cannot save ourselves,  Jesus did it all for us.

Main Themes
Jesus came on a mission. 

Jesus’ sacrifice is sufficient.

Scriptures
Rom. 5:7-11; 1 Tim. 1:15; 1 John 4:14; Col. 2:13-15; 

1 Cor. 15:3,4; Eph. 2:1-10;  John 3:17

Candle
Salvation Candle

Songs of the Season
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Angels We Have Heard on High
While Shepherds Kept Their Watch by Night

Come Ye Lofty, Come Ye Lowly

WEEK 3
God’s Great Purpose - The Reason He Came
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Devotional
The enjoyment of  any gift is connected to the purpose 
of  that gift. When we forget the purpose of  a gift or use 
it improperly our ability to enjoy it diminishes. This week 
of  Advent reminds us that God’s gift of  His Son was 
given with a purpose.

When God sent his Son to earth,  Jesus came on a rescue 
mission to save sinners from our sin. (Rom. 5:7-11; 1 
Tim. 1:15; 1 John 4:14; John 3:17). This is really great 
news if  you remember our condition that we talked 
about in Week One. We are powerless to save ourselves 
and we are in desperate need of  saving.  

This salvation is accomplished (done completely) for us 
by Christ’s substitutionary death (in our place, for our 
sin) on the cross (Col. 2:13-15; 1 Cor. 15:3-4). And this 
Salvation becomes ours when we place our faith in Jesus’ 
work for us (Eph. 2:1-10). 

December 11 - December 17
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Discussion Questions
What do I believe Jesus came to earth to accomplish?

What do I tend to use the gift of Jesus for in my own life? 

What are some ways people in our culture tend to misuse 
God’s gift of his Son?

What in my life currently reminds me of my need for the 
gift of Christ on my behalf?

What could I do this advent season to remember the 
purpose of Jesus coming to earth more regularly?
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Discussion Questions
What was Jesus’ mission while He was on earth? (save 
sinners, save people from their sins)

What does it mean that Jesus was our substitution? (He 
died in our place for our sins, He took the punishment 
we deserved, He paid for our sins so we wouldn’t have 
to)

How are we saved? (placing our faith in Jesus’ work for 
us on the cross, by His grace through faith)

Have we done or can we do anything to earn or deserve 
this gift? (no-it is by His grace alone)

Jesus Storybook Bible Stories
The Friend of Little Children - p. 256
The Servant King - p. 286
The Sun Stops Shining - p. 302

Family Activities
Visit your local fire station and meet the men and 
women who help save people from danger. Afterward, 
talk about how God delivers and saves His children from 
His wrath.

Play hide and seek and talk about how Jesus came to seek 
and save the lost. Spend time in prayer thanking God for 
sending Jesus.

Additional Resources for Families 
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Reminds Us
That Jesus is God and He will come again.

Main Themes
Jesus will come again.

Jesus is a victorious King. 
Christians will be with Him forever.

Scriptures
John 2:18-22; Eph. 1:19-21; 1 Cor. 6:14; Matt. 26:63-64; 
John 14:2-3; Matt. 24:44; Rev. 19:11-16; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 

21:2-3

Candle
Resurrection Candle

Songs of  the Season
Joy to the World

O Come, All Ye Faithful
Go! Tell it on the Mountain

We Three Kings

WEEK 4
God’s Future - He will Come Again
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Devotional
Jesus’ sacrificial death was not the end, though. Jesus was 
the gift who was sent to be broken on our behalf, but 
he did not stay broken. Three days after He died, He 
brought Himself  back to life just like He said He would 
(John 2:18-22). The empty tomb proves that Jesus is who 
He says He is (God), and it proves that His sacrifice was 
accepted by God the Father. He paid our debt in full. He 
is a conquering King who sits at the place of  honor (Eph. 
1:19-21).

Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we can have 
faith that He will do the same for all who believe in Him 
(1 Cor. 6:14). The hope of  the resurrection is our fuel 
for life as a believer in Christ. Jesus tells us that He is 
coming again (Matt. 26:63, 64, John 14:2-3, Matt. 24:44) 
and this time He is not coming with the mission to save 
sinners, but to cleanse the earth of  sin and evil and death 
(Rev. 19:11-16). We can trust that when He says He will 
return, He will do it. Remember how God fulfilled His 
promise to send a Redeemer? God keeps His promises.

Christians get to be with God forever in His presence 
(2 Pet. 3:13, Rev. 21:2, 3). This is the joy of  Heaven and 
eternity! Sure, it will be nice to have no pain, fear, death, 
tiredness, etc. Sure, it will be nice to see other believers 
we met in this life. But the thing that makes eternity 
wonderful is that we get God!

December 18 - December 24
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Discussion Questions
How does remembering the story of  Christ incarnation, 
perfect life, death, and resurrection bring you great 
courage and hope this advent?

How does looking forward to Christ’s return change our 
expectations in this life?

What are the things we tend to look forward to more 
than Christ’s return?

How does the resurrection of  Jesus Christ affect the way 
I live?  The way I will celebrate Christmas?

Do I believe that Jesus presence is the greatest thing 
about this life and the next?  If  not what are the other 
things that compete for my hope?

What are some things that I never forget? Why do I 
remember those things?  How could I remember that 
Christ is coming back more often during this advent 
season? 
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Discussion Questions
What’s one way we know that Jesus is God? (The 
resurrection, he came back to life, the tomb is empty)

What is our hope as Christians? (That we will have life 
after death, that we will be with God forever)

What is it that makes Heaven so great? (God is there)

How do we know that Jesus will come back? (He 
promised and God keeps His promises, We can trust 
Him because of  already fulfilled promises)

Jesus Storybook Bible Stories
God’s Wonderful Surprise p. 310
A Dream of  Heaven p. 342

Family Activities
Spend time this week looking at a map of  the world. 
Play a game where you name a country and your kids 
try to  find it. Talk together about what it would be like 
to live in a different culture with a different language 
and customs. Point out places in the world where people 
aren’t free to openly worship Jesus or talk about Him.

Additional Resources for Families 
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Reminds Us
That God sends us out on mission to make disciples of  

all peoples.

Main Themes
Jesus gives us a mission.

Jesus gives us power through the Holy Spirit.

Scriptures
Matt. 28:18-20; 1 Cor. 12:12; Acts 1:8; Rom. 1:16; 

1 Cor. 1:18; 1 Pet 3:15

Candle
Mission Candle

Songs of  the Season
Glorious Day

In Christ Alone
Look and See

You Hold Me Now

WEEK 5
God’s Plan for Us - We are on Mission
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Devotional
The Savior’s plan did not end when he left this earth. He 
sent out His followers empowered by His Holy Spirit to 
continue His mission (Acts 1:8). 

They were given the mission to continue to offer the gift 
of  the gospel to the ends of  the earth (Matt. 28:18-20; 
Acts 1:8).  As those who have receieved this gift, we are 
invited to join in spreading the message of  the good news 
of  Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 12:12).

December 25 - December 31
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Discussion Questions
How has God called you into His mission?  What 
opportunities for mission has God given you personally?

Who could we pray for together locally or internationally 
in light of  our calling?

What are some of  the things that can keep or distract us 
from the mission we have in this life?

How could you express the gospel to others this 
Christmas season?
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Discussion Questions
What is our mission? (To make disciples, teach people about 
Jesus, share the Good News-the Gospel)

Why do we not need to be afraid when we share the gospel? 
(He has given us the Holy Spirit)

Do you think Jesus meant that we all have to go to a foreign 
country to make disciples? (No, We are all on mission 
everywhere we go, we can tell anyone about Jesus) 

Jesus Storybook Bible Stories
Going Home p. 318
God Sends Help p. 326
A New Way to See p. 334

Family Activities
Over dinner talk about the best day you have ever had. What 
made it so great? Talk about a better day and the day that Jesus 
will return. Talk about why this day is the best day for believers. 
How does the Bible tell us to prepare for that day?

As you prepare to travel for the holidays, talk about how you 
are diligently preparing for your Christmas vacation with your 
family. Talk about how we can diligently prepare for Christ’s 
coming.

Go on a grocery store scavenger hunt for all the ingredients 
for dinner. Give each child a list of  things to look for in the 
store. As you prepare dinner together, talk about the fact that 
many people throughout your community and the world will 
go without food that day. How can we love and care for them 
while we await Jesus’ return?

Additional Resources for Families 
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1. He will be a descendant of  Abraham (Gen. 22:18; 
Gal.3:16)

2. He will be descended through Isaac not Ishmael 
(Gen. 21:12; Lk. 3:23-24)

3. From the line of  Jacob (Num. 24:17; Lk, 3:23-24)
4. From the tribe of  Judah (Gen. 49:10; Lk. 3:23-24)
5. 5. He will come from the family line of  Jesse (Is. 

11:1; Lk. 3:23-24)
6. From the house and lineage of  David (Jer. 23:5; Lk. 

3:23-24)
7. He will be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Mt. 2:1)
8. He will be preceded by a messenger who will 

announce His advent (Is. 40:3; Mt. 3:1-2) 9. He will 
teach in parables (Ps. 78:2; Mt. 13:34-35)

9. He will perform many miracles (Is. 35:5-6; Mt. 9:35)
10. He will ride into Jerusalem on a donkey (Zec. 9:9; 

Mt. 21:2; Lk. 19:35-37)
11. He will zealously cleanse the Temple (Ps. 69:9; Mal. 

3:1; Jn.2:15-16)

Specific prophecies about the birth of  Christ
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Specific prophecies about the death of  Christ

1. He will be betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9, 
Matthew 26:49)

2. The price of  his betrayal will be 30 pieces of  silver 
(Zechariah 11:12; Matthew 26:15)

3. His betrayal money will be cast to the floor of  the 
temple. (Zechariah 11:13; Matthew 27:5)

4. His betrayal money will be used to buy a potter’s 
field (Zechariah 11:13; Matthew 27:7)

5. He will be forsaken and deserted by his disciples 
(Zechariah 13:7; Mark 14:50)

6. He will be accused by false witnesses (Psalm 35:11; 
Matthew 26:59-60)

7. He will be silent before his accusers (Isaiah 53:7; 
Matthew 27:12)

8. He will be wounded and bruised (Isaiah 53:5; 
Matthew 27:26)

9. He will be hated without a cause (Psalm 69:4; John 
15:25)

10. He will be struck and spit on (Isaiah 50:6; Matthew 
26:67)

11. He will be mocked, ridiculed and rejected (Isaiah 
53:3; Matthew 27:27-31 and John 7:5, 48) 

12. He will collapse from weakness (Psalm 109:24-25; 
Luke 23:26)

13. He will be taunted with specific words (Psalm 22:6-8; 
Matthew 27:39-43)

14. People will shake their heads at him (Psalm 109:25; 
Matthew 27:39)
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15. People will stare at him (Psalm 22:17; Luke 23:35)
16. He will be executed among sinners (Isaiah 53:12; 

Matthew 27:38)
17. His hands and feet will be pierced (Psalm 22:16; 

Luke 23:33)
18. He will pray for his persecutors (Isaiah 53:12; Luke 

23:34)
19. His friends and family will stand afar off and watch 

(Psalm 38:11; Luke 23:49)
20. His garments will be divided and won by the casting 

of  lots. (Psalm 22:18; John 19:23-24)
21. He will thirst. (Psalm 69:21; John 19:28)
22. He will be given gall and vinegar (Psalm 69:21; 

Matthew 27:34)
23. He will commit himself  to God (Psalm 31:5; Luke 

23:46)
24. His bones will be left unbroken (Psalm 34:20; John 

19:33)
25. His heart will rupture (Psalm 22:14; John 19:34)
26. His side will be pierced (Zechariah 12:10; John 

19:34)
27. Darkness will come over the land at midday (Amos 

8:9; Matthew 27:45)
28. He will be buried in a rich man’s tomb (Isaiah 53:9; 

Matthew 27:57-60)
29. He will die 483 years after the declaration of  

Artaxerxes to rebuild the temple in 444 B.C. (Daniel 
9:24) 
Adapted from familyadventguide.org






