
 
 
God’s Grace Seen in Nineveh (12/6/15)  
 
We have learned a lot over the first few chapters of Jonah.  We saw God tell Jonah to go to Nineveh, but he disobeyed 
God and tried to run away.  So God sent a HUGE fish to swallow Jonah.  We read about how Jonah stayed in the belly of 
that stinky fish for 3 days and 3 nights.  We saw Jonah cry out to God to save him, and God did just that!  Next, God told 
Jonah again to go to Nineveh, and this time Jonah obeyed.  So now we are all the way up to the point in our story where 
Jonah is in Nineveh, and he just told the people there about their sin and evil ways and they repented. 
 
Now let’s read Jonah 4 to learn what happens next!  
 
Wow!  Instead of punishing Nineveh for all the bad things they did, God heard the prayers of the people and decided not 
to destroy them after all.  But this made Jonah angry. He knew that God was kind and gracious, which is why he didn’t 
want to go in the first place.  He knew the people in Nineveh were bad, and he thought they deserved to be punished for 
their evil ways.  Jonah was missing one important thing that we have to understand.  He didn’t understand that we are all 
sinners who deserve to be punished.  He thought that he was good enough to not face the wrath and punishment of God, 
but that the people of Nineveh were bad enough that they did deserve punishment from God. 
 
We act a lot like Jonah in our friendships and relationships with our brothers and sisters.  I remember growing up being 
happy when my sister got the punishment that I thought she deserved.  I remember fighting with my sister one time and 
she tried to slam the door on me.  I put my foot in front of the door to stop it and make it so she couldn’t close it.  She 
just kept pushing harder and harder but my foot didn’t move.  Eventually, the door popped completed off the hinges!  I 
knew we would be in trouble with our parents, but I remember thinking, “It wasn’t really my fault.  I didn’t do anything 
bad.  It was really her fault. She deserves to be punished but not me.” 
 
You see, our sin leads us to believe that we are good and other people are bad…that our sin isn’t THAT bad and that 
other people’s sin is much worse.  But we all deserve to be punished for our sins just like the people of Nineveh.  I am so 
thankful though that we serve a God who is gracious.  He was gracious to save the people of Nineveh, and we are no 
different from them.  We are full of sin, and we constantly disobey God.  But He continually rescues us from our sin.  
Praise God for His grace to us! 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• Why was Jonah angry? 
• Why didn’t God punish Nineveh?  Didn’t they deserve to be punished? 
• In what ways are we like the people of Nineveh? 

 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for December (ESV Translation) 
4	Year	Olds:	Isaiah	9:6	
SK/1st:	Isaiah	9:6	
2nd/3rd:	Isaiah	9:6-7	
4th/5th:		Isaiah	9:6-7	
 
Pray and thank God for being gracious to us just like the He was to the people of Nineveh.  Ask him to continue to show 
us grace when we fail.  Thank God for continually rescuing us from our sins every day! 
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


