
Everyone Wants to Belong (9/27/15)  
 
Have you ever been to the movies with your family or friends?  You get to the movie theater, and as soon as you walk 
inside you can smell the buttery popcorn that is popping.  I also love getting a bag of M&M’s or Skittles to munch on 
during the movie.  There is just something fun about watching a movie on a HUGE screen instead of in your house! 
 
I remember one when I went to the movies with my friends that I was the only person getting popcorn and a coke.  So all 
my friends went ahead into the theater and sat down in their seats.  By the time I got my popcorn, candy, and a drink, 
they had turned the lights down in the theater.  I walked in and couldn’t see anything by the lights lining the floor.  I 
began to look around the dark room trying to spot one of my friends.  I walked up and down the aisle looking for them, 
but just couldn’t find them.  I knew that they had to see me walking around lost, trying to find them.  I just wanted to 
scream, “Where are my friends?” or “Does anybody in here recognize me?” or “Why doesn’t anybody help me?”  I had 
this feeling of wanting to belong…wanting to be with my friends. 
 
We all want to belong.  We all want to be known by others.  We want someone to care about us. 
 
Read Romans 8:12-17. 
 
We learn in this passage that if we are “led by the Spirit of God” then we are “children of God”.  We are a part of God’s 
family.  What a great thing to know that we are part of God’s family.  We are not just servants of God.  We are not just 
friends of God.  We are so much more than that.  It is clear in this passage that we are children of God.  The one who 
created the world has adopted us into His family.  Adoption means to be fully welcomed into another family.  When God 
adopts us, we are given all the privileges, blessings, and responsibilities of God.  Being adopted by God means that He 
will care for us as one of his children.  We now belong to the family of God. 
 
I’m sure there are plenty of times in your life when you have wanted to belong and be known by others.  Maybe you 
walked into the cafeteria at school and couldn’t find your friends to sit with so you just stood there hoping one of them 
would see you and come get you.  Or maybe your mom dropped you off at daycare and when you walked into the 
classroom, none of your friends were there so you just stood there hoping one of the other kids would welcome you into 
their group to play with them.  We all want to belong to something.  God has sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the 
cross and rise from the dead so that we can have eternal life and belong to the family of God! 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• What does it mean to be adopted by God? 
• How should our life look differently once we are children of God? 

 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for September (ESV Translation) 
4	Year	Olds:	Isaiah	53:6	
SK/1st:	Isaiah	53:4-6	
2nd/3rd:	Isaiah	53:4-6	
4th/5th:		Isaiah	53:4-6	
 
Pray and thank God for adopting us into His family.  Thank God for sending his only Son to die on the cross so that we 
could be sons and daughters of God.  Ask God to help you live like you are a child of God this week! 
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


