
 
 
Patience (7/3/16)  
 
Have you ever been to Disney World?  I LOVE going to Disney World!  My wife and I are already excited about taking 
our son to Disney when he is older.  There are so many great things about Disney.  Walking into Magic Kingdom and 
seeing the castle is magical.  The food smells and tastes amazing.  Eating breakfast with characters like Mickey and 
Minnie.  Watching the parades come down main street.  Riding all the great rides like Splash Mountain, Toy Story 
Mania, Tower of Terror, etc.  I can only think of one bad thing about Disney…waiting in line!  There is nothing worse 
than getting to the park and being excited about your favorite ride but when you get to it, there is LONG line.  You look 
up and the sign says, “60-minute wait”!  That seems like forever!  We are naturally not very patient.  We want things 
RIGHT NOW! 
 
It’s easy to feel impatient when things don’t go your way.  Sometimes people do things that make it hard for you to get 
what you want.  When we get impatient, we’re tempted to say things that aren’t nice.  We can make others feel bad.  But 
the Bible tells us that God wants us to be patient with everyone.  It’s important for us to be patient with others in the 
same way God is patient with us.  
 
Let’s read the Parable of the Unforgiving Debtor to learn more about patience.  Read Matthew 18:21-35. 
 
We see in this story a servant who owed the king a lot of money.  When he couldn’t repay him, the king wanted to sell 
him into slavery to pay off the debt.  The servant begged the king to be patient with him until he could pay it.  The king 
showed him mercy and forgave the debt.  But when the servant left, he went to a fellow servant who owed him money 
and demanded the money.  When the second servant couldn’t pay, the first servant threw him in jail.  The king was 
patient with him, but he wasn’t patient with the other servant. 
 
God is patient with us when we sin.  He is patient with us when we are slow to do the things we know would make Him 
happy.  All of these things add up every day, making us like that first servant.  We owe God more than we could ever 
repay.  But God is patient with us.  He is patient with us because He wants us to be patient with others.  God expects us 
to imitate His patience by forgiving others when they bug us, or sin against us, or make us wait.  We should be patient 
with others in the same way God is patient with us.  
 
So next time you have to wait in a long line at Disney or somewhere else, remember that God has been patient with us so 
we in turn need to be patient with others! 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• Why is it so hard to be patient? 
• How can we remind ourselves to be patient even when we don’t feel like it? 

 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for July (ESV Translation) 
4 Year Olds: Romans 12:10 
SK/1st: Romans 12:10 
2nd/3rd: Romans 12:10-12 
4th/5th:  Romans 12:10-12 
 
Pray and thank God for being patient with us.  Ask Him to help to help us to be patient with others every day!  
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


