
Experiencing Joy (6/28/15)  

 

Can you tell me what the word joy means?  Most people just think having joy is just being happy, but there is more to 

joy than just being happy.  You can be happy, but not really have joy in your life.  In the Old Testament, the word for 

“joy” speaks of gladness, dancing, leaping, spinning around in pleasure, etc.  Joy is something that explodes out of your 

life!  In the New Testament, the word “joy” speaks of a celebration. 

 

How many of you like going to birthday parties?  Birthday parties are always so much fun because you get to celebrate 

someone’s life.  At most parties, you get to play games, go swimming, eat cake, and do lots of fun things.  It is always a 

fun celebration at birthday parties.  Well the word “joy” means exactly that.  It is a celebration of God.  Joy is a fruit of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives that God gives us.  So in the same way that you have fun and celebrate at a birthday party, 

God wants us to live our lives with joy celebrating what He has done for us. 

 

Read Psalm 16. 

 

We see in this Psalm, David talks about the joy of the Lord.  In verse 2, he says that all good things come from the Lord.  

In verse 5, he says that God supports us.  In verse 8, he says that God is at his right hand, meaning he is always by his 

side.  Then he finishes in verse 11 by saying that God will make a path for us, and in God’s presence, we can have joy!  

We see here that if we are walking with God and trusting him to provide for us, we can experience true joy! 

 

Think back to the last party you went to.  Think about all the fun things you did at the party.  The celebration at that party 

you went to is exactly how God wants us to live everyday of our life.  We are to celebrate what he is doing in our lives.  

He has set us free from our sins so that we can dance with joy.  If we want to experience that joy that God has for us, we 

need to be reading our bibles, praying to God, and walking closely with Him.  God has great things in store for each of 

your lives if we will only trust and follow Him! 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 Where do all good things come from? 

 What does it mean that God is at our right hand? 

 How can we experience true joy in Christ? 

 

Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 

in worship this Sunday. 

 

Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for June (ESV Translation) 

PK/JK: Matthew 6:33 
SK/1st: Matthew 6:31-33 
2nd/3rd: Matthew 6:31-33  
4th/5th:  Matthew 6:31-33 
 

Pray that God would give you joy!  Thank God for sending his son to earth to die on the cross and rise from the grave so 

that we can have eternal life and experience joy in Him.  Pray and ask God to continue to give you joy! 

 

***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 

What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


