
 
Hot, Cold, or Lukewarm (6/5/16)  
 
Have you ever been outside on a hot summer day in Memphis?  If you haven’t before, I’m sure you’ll get the chance this 
summer.  There are days in Memphis when the temperature reaches 100 degrees and the heat index is over 110.  After 
being outside for just a few minutes, you are soaked in sweat.  If you stay out there too long, you might even start to feel 
sick from the heat.  After playing tag with your friends or throwing a baseball with your dad or playing with sidewalk 
chalk, there is nothing you probably want more than an ice cold glass of water or lemonade. 
 
Or have you ever been outside in the middle of the winter?  The temperature can sometimes get into the teens.  When 
you walk outside, your whole body starts to shiver.  If you spend any amount of time outside in the winter, when you 
come inside, there is nothing better than a cup of hot chocolate and sitting by the fireplace. 
 
When it’s scorching hot outside, you want nothing more than an ice cold glass of lemonade to cool down.  When it is 
freezing cold outside, you want nothing more than a cup of hot chocolate to warm up.  What if I offered you a lukewarm 
glass of water when you came inside on that hot day?  Would it be as refreshing as that ice cold glass of lemonade?  Or 
what if I offered you a cup of hot chocolate that was just lukewarm?  It wasn’t hot enough to even warm you up. 
 
There is just something about being lukewarm that most people don’t like.  We either want something to be ice cold or 
very hot.  A lukewarm bath is just not the same as a hot bath.  A lukewarm glass of milk is just not the same as an ice 
cold glass of milk.  Well in our passage today, we are going to learn about a church that Jesus says is lukewarm.  Read 
Revelation 3:14-22. 
 
We see in this passage church that is located in Laodicea.  This was a town that was very wealthy and proud of it.  The 
one thing they lacked was their own water supply.  So they had water piped in from a nearby city.  By the time it got 
there, it was lukewarm and yucky tasting.  So when Jesus told them that they were “lukewarm” Christians, they knew 
exactly what he meant.  They thought they were great because they were rich in material possessions, but spiritually, 
Jesus said they were like lukewarm water. 
 
Jesus calls us to serve him with our whole life.  Jesus wants our whole heart.  Not just part of it.  Not just a little bit now 
and then.  Giving your whole heart and life to Jesus is the only way to be safe from the devil’s deceptions.  Jesus loves 
you so much, he does not want you to be lost.  We must not live a lukewarm life for Jesus.  We must remain on fire for 
him and serve him all of our days. 
 
So when you are playing outside in the heat this summer, and you come inside and your mom gives you an ice cold glass 
of lemonade, think about how refreshing it is that is ice cold and not lukewarm.  And remember that God doesn’t want us 
to live a lukewarm life.  He wants us to serve him with our whole life. 
 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for June (ESV Translation) 
4 Year Olds: Philippians 2:3 
SK/1st: Philippians 2:3 
2nd/3rd: Philippians 2:3-7 
4th/5th:  Philippians 2:3-7 
 
Pray and ask God to give you a heart that serve him.  Ask God to help you not be lukewarm.  Thank God for dying on 
the cross so we can have eternal life and serve him with our whole life. 
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


