
Trees or Chaff? (5/31/15)  

 

Have you ever tried to push over a big tree?  I’m not talking about a little bush or tree in your backyard.  I’m talking 

about the kind of tree that you might see in the middle of a forest.  I’m talking about a HUGE tree!!  Have you ever tried 

to push a tree like that over?  I’m guessing that you weren’t able to do it if you tried.  Even if you pushed as hard as you 

could, that tree isn’t going to move…not even a little bit! 

 

Read Psalm 1. 

 

In verse 3, the writer says that a person who meditates on God’s law is like a tree planted by the streams of water.  A tree 

near water has the food that it needs to grow well.  It grows and gives fruit.  It is rooted deeply in the ground and is not 

easily moved.  In the same way, reading and thinking about God’s Word gives us that kind of strength.  When we hide 

God’s Word in our heart, we can stand firm in our faith. 

 

Verse 4 then says that the wicked are like chaff.  Chaff is the stuff around a grain of what that needs to be removed 

before you can eat the wheat.  During this time, people would throw a piece of grain into the air, and because chaff is so 

light, the wind would blow the chaff away and the wheat would drop into a pile on the ground at the person’s feet.  They 

would then use this grain without the chaff to make bread.  So the writer here says that wicked people are like chaff that 

can easily be blown away. 

 

As you can see, there is a big difference between a tree that is firmly planted and a piece of chaff.  People who read and 

know God’s Word are like trees that we can’t move even if we push as hard as we can, but wicked people are easily 

blown away by a light breeze. 

 

This week, find a couple things in your neighborhood that you always see when walking or riding in the car.  Find one 

thing that is not easily moved.  So that might be a huge tree. Or a light post. Or anything that you thing is big, strong, and 

not easily moved.  Then find something that easily blows away.  This could be leaves from a tree. Or pieces of paper. Or 

anything that can just be picked up and blown away.  Then whenever you see these things during the week, remember 

what Psalm 1 says about wicked people and about people who know and study God’s Word! 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 What is the difference between a tree and chaff? 

 What are righteous people compared to? 

 What are wicked people compared to? 

 Why is it good to meditate on God and the Bible? 

 

Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 

in worship this Sunday. 

 

Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for May (ESV Translation) 

PK/JK: Matthew 6:21 
SK/1st: Matthew 6:19-21 
2nd/3rd: Matthew 6:19-21  
4th/5th:  Matthew 6:19-21 
 

Pray that God would help us to love His Word and live as He commands us.  Pray that we would be strong, like trees 

planted by the water.  Pray that God would give us strength to stay deeply rooted in what the Bible says. 

 

***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 

What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


