
 
 
A Faithful Example (5/29/16)  
 
Have you ever been through a difficult time?  Maybe you were struggling with learning how to do multiplication at 
school.  No matter how hard you worked at it, you just couldn’t figure it out.  Or maybe you had a friend or a family 
member pass away.  You didn’t understand why this had to happen but you just held on to the fact that God was in 
control.  I have been through many hard things over the past few years of my life.  I almost lost my life in a tornado 
while I was in college.  My wife’s mom had a stroke just a few months into our marriage.  My sister was diagnosed with 
breast cancer a few years ago.  There are countless other difficult times that my family has dealt with over the past few 
years.  During those difficult times, I had a decision to make:  would I continue to trust God, knowing that He controls 
all things?  Or would I believe that lies of Satan that God doesn’t really love me? 
 
We are going to read about the Church of Philadelphia and how they dealt with difficult times but remained faithful to 
God.  Read Revelation 3:7-13. 
 
The Christians in Philadelphia weren’t dealing with the same type of struggles that I mentioned at the beginning.  They 
were dealing with people who were teaching false things and spreading the lies of Satan among them.  Their struggles 
were on a spiritual level.  During these tough times though, they had a choice to make: would they hold true to God’s 
Word or would they fall into the temptation of believing the lies of Satan? 
 
We see in this passage that the Philadelphian Christians remained faithful to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Christians in 
Philadelphia had experienced God’s great love.  Jesus encourages them to hold on to what they have and not let anyone 
take their victory crown away.  He promises them an open door to share his love with others.  Likewise, Jesus sends us 
into the world to share his love with others.  Even when we feel like we are not brave or smart enough.  Jesus gives us 
the strength we need just like he did for the Christians in Philadelphia. 
 
So no matter what difficult time you are going through, know that God will always be right there with you.  He will 
strengthen you to get through anything and everything you have going on in your life.  Trust in Him to give you strength. 
 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for May (ESV Translation) 
4 Year Olds: Deuteronomy 6:5 
SK/1st: Deuteronomy 6:5 
2nd/3rd: Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
4th/5th:  Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
 
Pray that you will be willing to do what God asks you to do.  He will give you everything you need, just like he did for 
the faithful Philadelphians.  Pray and thank God for giving you the strength to trust in Him everyday. 
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 
	


