
 
 
The Living Dead Church (5/22/16)  
 
Imagine you are crawling across a hot burning desert.  It is over 100 degrees outside, and you are dying of thirst.  You 
haven’t seen anyone in hours.  You can barely move at this point.  You look up and see a sign that read, “Ice-cold, life-
giving water!!  Only one mile ahead!”  This sign gives you renewed energy, new hope so you start crawling faster and 
faster across the sand.  As you arrive at the promised place, you see a huge, beautiful castle.  There is a sign that invites 
you inside to get the water. 
 
You muster up the energy to stand up and walk through the entrance to this glorious building.  As soon as you get inside, 
you see the promised well with the bucket hanging above it ready to be let down and filled with water to quench your 
thirst and to pour life back into your body.  With your last bit of strength, you lower the bucket into the well, expecting a 
splash as the bucket hits the water, but it never comes.  The only sound is the thud of the bucket hitting the bottom of the 
well. 
 
You start thinking that maybe you are so tired that you aren’t thinking straight.  So you reel the bucket up only to find it 
full of dust.  Dust that cannot quench your thirst, but dust that only deepens the thirst and destroys all hope. 
 
How crazy does this story sound?  Well this is the experience of the people at the church of Sardis that we are going to 
read about.  They were going to God’s house expecting to be filled and fed with the water and bread of life, only to find 
a dead church.  They have the reputation of being alive, but are actually dead. 
 
Read Revelation 3:1-6. 
 
There is a false sense of security among some Christians.  They believe that if you have given your heart to Jesus once in 
your life then you can go on as you please.  The messages to the Church of Sardis as well as the other six churches in 
Revelation make it clear that following Jesus is an ongoing process.  When Jesus shows us where we need to change, we 
must repent and keep growing in our faith.  Otherwise, we will become like the sleeping church of Sardis.  I encourage 
you to follow hard after Jesus in everything you do.  Don’t get into a routine of just going to church on Sundays.  Read 
His Word and pray to Him every day and He will direct your path. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• Jesus said that the church of Sardis appeared to be alive but were really what? 
• Has there ever been a time you felt distant from God?  When?  Why? 
• What can you specifically do this week to grow closer to God? 

 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for May (ESV Translation) 
4 Year Olds: Deuteronomy 6:5 
SK/1st: Deuteronomy 6:5 
2nd/3rd: Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
4th/5th:  Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
 
Pray and thank God for giving you life.  Ask God to continue to strengthen you every day.  Thank Him for sending His 
Son to take our place and give us new life.  
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


