
 
 
The Church That Tolerates Sin (5/15/16)  
 
This week we are going to learn about the people at the church of Thyatira.  Thyatira was the smallest town among the 7 
churches that we learn about in Revelation.  There is one important term that you need to know before understanding the 
church of Thyatira and that word is tolerance.  There is a good and a bad side to tolerance.  People should be respected as 
individuals who have been created in the image of God.  We should never call other people names. We are surrounded 
by people that look different from us, talk different from us, and act different from us.  We are always to treat them with 
the utmost respect as people who are deeply loved by God.  On the other hand, there is a flip side to tolerance.  Some 
things should not be tolerated.  If you are sick with virus, you don’t just tolerate it and hope it will go away.  You go to 
the doctor and get medicine to get rid of it.  If your parents tell you to do something and you don’t do it, they probably 
aren’t going to tolerate that and you will be punished.  So you see that there is both a good and a bad side to tolerance. 
 
In our story this week, we are going to read about a church that tolerated the wrong things.  There were bad things going 
on in the church and rather than get rid of them, they tolerated them.  Read Revelation 2:18-29. 
 
The Christians in Tyratira were working hard and serving others.  But they allowed a woman in the church to teach false 
things.  She was teaching idolatry to the people in the church.  She was wanting the people to worship bad things rather 
than the one true and perfect God.  We must not tolerate idolatry in our own lives.  Idolatry is more than just false 
teachings.  Idolatry is also being devoted to something more than God even if it is a good thing.  Sports, movie stars, 
food, etc. can become idols if they take our attention away from God.  Idolatry always separates us from God and his 
perfect love. Jesus is the only true source of happiness.  When we put Him first in our life, He will fill our life with other 
fun and enjoyable things too. 
 
So just like when you don’t tolerate being sick so you go to the doctor for medicine; we must not tolerate anything that 
doesn’t give honor and glory to God or takes our focus away from God! 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• Who was teaching false things in the church? 
• What does idolatry mean? 
• Do you have any idols in your life that you need to get rid of?  What are they? 

 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for May (ESV Translation) 
4 Year Olds: Deuteronomy 6:5 
SK/1st: Deuteronomy 6:5 
2nd/3rd: Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
4th/5th:  Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
 
Pray and ask God to make us faithful this week.  Praise God for sending his Son to take the place of all of the idols in our 
life.  Ask God to give us the strength to follow after Him above all other things. 
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


