
 
Sliding Away From God (5/8/16)  
 
Have you ever gone snow-sledding?  I know it doesn’t know much in Memphis, but when it does, I know everyone loves 
to find a steep hill and ride down it on your sled.  You get all bundled up in warm clothes, gloves, and hat.  You find 
your favorite sled in the garage and head out to the big hill with your parents. 
 
I remember growing up that we had a HUGE hill a few miles from my house that was packed full of people every time it 
snowed.  I loved getting out of school for snow and heading to this hill with my parents.  One thing that I always noticed 
when I went sledding was that at the very top of the hill when you start, you travel rather slowly.  It isn’t until you get 
about halfway down the hill that you have picked up so much steam that you flying down the hill until you get to the 
bottom.  At the particular hill that we always went sledding, there would have to be someone at the bottom to stop us so 
we didn’t go into the street.  I’m sure you have a story just like that about where you like to go sledding when it snows.   
 
Well, in our story this week, we are going to see how sin is just like that hill you go sledding on.  It is a very slippery 
slope.  It all begins rather innocently and gradually, but it can quickly lead us out of control. 
 
Read Revelation 2:12-17. 
 
Like I mentioned above, sin often leads us deeper and deeper into more sin.  While the people in Pergamos had some 
faithful Christians who were willing to die for their faith, they also had some big problems.  They were tolerating 
teachings that said it was okay to compromise with the world around them.  To compromise means to mix two different 
things together, for better or worse.  In this situation, it was for the worse because they were mixing God’s ways and 
man’s ways.  That’s a compromise that leads to destruction.  The people there were slowly falling away from God to the 
point that he tells them to repent or he will come and war against them and destroy them. 
 
Think back to that hill that you have been sledding down before.  When you are starting at the top of the hill, it is 
oftentimes slow.  But as you start going down, it gets faster and faster.  We are the same way with our sin.  One lie to 
your parents can turn into more and more lies.  Cheating one time at school leads to cheating again and again.  We must 
strive to be holy because our God is holy.  This doesn’t mean that you will be perfect.  But we must come to God and 
repent of our sins daily and turn to him for everything! 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• What were some of the people in Pergamos doing that was bad?  (Compromising God’s teaching / false teaching) 
• Oftentimes, one sin in our life leads to what? (More and more sins) 
• Are there any sins in your life you need to repent of and ask God to forgive you for? 

 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for May (ESV Translation) 
4 Year Olds: Deuteronomy 6:5 
SK/1st: Deuteronomy 6:5 
2nd/3rd: Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
4th/5th:  Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
 
Pray and ask God to help you follow Him in all that you do.  Ask Him to give you the strength to follow His ways and 
not the ways of the world.  Praise Him for forgiving you of your sins. 
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


