
Humble Yourself (5/3/15)  

 

Have you ever been around someone that talked about themselves all the time?  They always talk about how great they 

are, and they think they are much better than everyone else and deserve special treatment? Dr. Seuss wrote a story about 

a turtle who was just like that called “Yertle the Turtle.” 

 

Yertle was the king of a little pond full on the island.  All of the turtles at the pond had everything they needed and were 

happy with their lives until Yertle decided that his kingdom was too small.  He was the ruler of all he could see, but he 

decided he couldn’t see far enough because his throne was too low to the ground.  So Yertle ordered nine turtles in the 

pond to stand on each other’s backs underneath him so that he would have a higher throne.  He could see and rule so 

much more after this, but he still wasn’t satisfied. “Turtles! More turtles!” he shouted from his throne.  Yertle swelled up 

with pride as more and more turtles came to make his throne higher! 

 

There was a ordinary turtle at the bottom of the stack named Mack.  He struggled under all of the weight and complained 

that he couldn’t take it any more.  Yertle told him to be quiet and continued to add more and more turtles to make his 

throne even higher!  Yertle looked up and saw the moon was higher up than he was, so he decided he needed to be even 

higher.  He wanted to be the greatest in all the land. 

 

But before he could add even more turtles, Mack had decided that he had enough.  So he burped!!  This caused the 

throne to shake and Yertle fell right into the mud.  Yertle became the “King of the Mud”!  When you think too highly of 

yourself like Yertle did, oftentimes you end up taking a big fall, don’t you?  Our Bible story today is about a man who, 

like Yertle the Turtle, thought he was better than everyone else. 

 

Read Luke 18:9-14. 

 

We see two men in this story.  One of these men is a Pharisee, a religious group that was very strict in obeying the law of 

Moses.  He stood up and prayed, “Thank you God that I am not a sinner like everyone else.”  The other man was a lowly 

tax collector.  He lowered himself and bowed his head and prayed, “God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.” 

 

These two prayers were very different! One focused on himself and how great he was while the other cried out to God 

for mercy because he knew he was a sinner.  When we are tempted to brag about ourselves, we need to remember that 

other people are not impressed, especially God! 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 What does the Pharisee say about himself in his prayer? 

 What does the tax collector say to God in his prayer? 

 Which man is accepted, or justified, by God? 

 What can we pray and ask God to help us with this week? 

 

Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 

in worship this Sunday. 

 

Pray that God would help us to remain humble and focused on how great God is and not how great we are! 

 

Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for May (ESV Translation) 

PK/JK: Matthew 6:21 
SK/1st: Matthew 6:19-21 
2nd/3rd: Matthew 6:19-21  
4th/5th:  Matthew 6:19-21 
 

***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 

What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


