
 
 
Suffering for Christ (5/1/16)  
 
When you got up to go to church last week, you didn’t have to worry about whether or not you would get in trouble for 
being there on Sunday.  When you laid down to go to sleep last night, you probably didn’t worry about anything 
happening to you because you are a Christian.  You probably haven’t worried about going to school tomorrow and 
getting in trouble with the teacher because you follow Christ.  Your parents most likely haven’t been nervous about 
going to work and being fired because they are a Christian. 
 
Suffering for the cause of Christ is something that we are unfamiliar with here in America.  We know nothing of what it 
is like to have our property taken or get in any trouble because we are followers of Christ.  This isn’t the way it was 2000 
years ago for the church in Smyrna that we are going to read about today. 
 
Read Revelation 2:8-11 
 
Smyrna is known as the suffering church.  Being a Christian in Smyrna was difficult.  Emperor worship was a wide-
spread practice.  Every Roman citizen had to burn incense on the altar to honor Caesar the emperor.  To refuse meant 
you could be killed. 
 
The Christians in Smyrna experienced persecution and poverty.  God told these brave Christians they would face more 
persecution.  Some would even be put in prison or killed for their faith as martyrs.  What a rough place to be a Christian.  
But these Christians decided to follow God and not man, no matter what the cost!! 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• What are faithful Christians promised in the end? 
• Do you think you would be afraid living in Smyrna? 
• Why does God tell us not to fear?  
• What are some ways we can live boldly for Christ this week? 

 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for May (ESV Translation) 
4 Year Olds: Deuteronomy 6:5 
SK/1st: Deuteronomy 6:5 
2nd/3rd: Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
4th/5th:  Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
 
Pray and thank God for allowing us to freely worship Him in this country.  Pray for those around the world that are 
persecuted for their faith every day.  Ask God to give you the courage to live your life boldly for Christ! 
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


