
Put God First (4/12/15)  

 

When you get up and get dressed in the morning, do you put your socks or your shoes on first? It would be weird if 

you put your shoe on first then your socks.  What if in the morning you brushed your teeth first and then put the 

toothpaste on the toothbrush? Would that be a good idea? Of course not! It’s important to put the toothpaste on the 

before you brush your teeth?  You have to know what comes first!  What if it was very dark outside and someone 

gave you a flashlight and some batteries.  Would you just try to turn the flashlight on without putting the batteries in 

first?  Of course not!  The batteries have to go inside first.  You have to get things in the right order and know what 

comes first! 

 

The story we are going to read is about a man who didn’t have things in order.  But it was something much more 

important than your socks and shoes or your toothbrush and toothpaste.  We are going to read about a man who put 

money first, ahead of God! 

 

Read Luke 16:1-13 

 

We read in these verses about a dishonest manager.  He was put in charge of his master’s possessions and instead of 

taking good care of them he wasted them away.  He cheated his master out of his money.  He took it for himself 

instead.  He put himself ahead of everyone else.  Then after the master fired the manager for his wrongdoings, the 

manager told each of the debtors that they didn’t have to pay the full amount they owed the master.  He did this so 

that these people would like him and help him since he no longer had a job.  Again, he did this because he was only 

thinking about himself.  This leads Jesus to say something very important.  At the end of this story, Jesus says, “You 

cannot serve both God and money.”  It is very important that we get these things in the right order.  If we put money 

first in life, we end up in all kinds of trouble, just like the dishonest manager.  Jesus said that it was important to put 

God first and not worry much about money.  He wanted us to make sure that we put things in the right order! 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

 In this story, Jesus mentions the master, the manager, and the debtors. What did the manager do for the 

debtors who owed money? 

 Was the master happy he did this? 

 What does Jesus say you cannot serve? 

 What are some ways you can be generous with what God has given you? 

 

Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be 

singing in worship this Sunday. 

 

Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for April (ESV Translation) 

PK/JK: Matthew 6:14 

SK/1st: Matthew 6:13-15 

2nd/3rd: Matthew 6:13-15 

4th/5th:  Matthew 6:13-15 

 

Pray and ask God to help us be honest in all situations. Pray that we would never allow money or other things to take 

over our lives.  Pray that God would help us put Him first in all things.  Thank God for the blessings he has given us! 

 

***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 

What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 


