
 
 
The Crucifixion (3/20/16)  
 
There once was a man who lost his job and had no money for food or rent.  So he asked a friend to lend him one 
thousand dollars, which he promised to repay by the end of the year.  The friend lent him the money, but at the end of the 
year, the man could not repay his debt.  When he explained his troubles, the friend forgave the debt.  By forgiving the 
debt, the friend assumed (took on himself) the loss.  His one thousand dollars was gone.  Every time we forgive a person, 
we bear the cost of that forgiveness.  Because of our sin, we owed a great debt to God, but Jesus paid the cost of it for us 
with his own life so we could be forgiven. 
 
Read Luke 23:26-49 
 
There is always a cost to forgive someone.  If someone owes you money and you forgive the debt, you lost that money.  
If a person hits you, you could hit back.  But if you forgive him instead of hitting back, you are the one who is hurt, not 
him.  Jesus could have punished the men who nailed him to the cross, but he forgave them instead. 
 
We know that at least one of the soldiers present at Jesus’ crucifixion believed.  A centurion who saw Jesus breathe his 
last said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39).  It is amazing to think that even a solider on duty at Jesus’ 
crucifixion could believe and be forgiven.  In Matthew 18:21-22, Jesus told Peter that even if a person sins against us 
seventy times seven times we should still forgive him.  Jesus demonstrated that kind of forgiveness when he asked his 
Father to forgive those who nailed him on that cross. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• Who was crucified with Jesus? 
• What did our forgiveness cost Jesus? 
• What did Jesus say about those who crucified him? 
• What lesson can we learn from what Jesus did? 

 
Look back at Kennon’s weekly email and take some time to listen to the songs with your family that we will be singing 
in worship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Memory From Harvest Kids for March (ESV Translation) 
4 Year Olds: Romans 1:16 
SK/1st: Romans 1:16 
2nd/3rd: Romans 1:16-18 
4th/5th:  Romans 1:16-18 
 
Pray and ask God to help you forgive those who sin against you and not hold their sins against them.  Thank God for 
dying on the cross to save us from our sins and give us eternal life! 
 
***Sermon Follow-Up Question*** 
What is something that you learned from the sermon that you had never heard before? 
 
(This week’s devotional was taken from Old Story New by Marty Machowski) 


